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The Blessings of Advent 2023

Advent greetings to all of you!

It is a privilege to share with you the radiant blessings of Advent 2023. This time of year is marked by a sense of anticipation, hope, and spiritual preparation as we look forward to the celebration of the birth of Jesus and reflect on the coming of the Messiah. It is a period that provides us with an opportunity to pause, to reflect on the deeper meanings of our lives, and to embrace the spirit of love, joy, and faith.
As we journey through the four weeks of Advent, we are called to contemplate the themes of hope, peace, joy, and love. These are not just words; they are powerful concepts that have the potential to transform our lives and the world around us. In a world that can at times seem dark and uncertain, the message of Advent offers us a guiding light, a beacon of hope amidst the challenges and struggles we face.
The theme of hope reminds us that no matter how difficult our circumstances may be, there is always a reason to believe in a better tomorrow. It encourages us to hold onto our dreams, to remain resilient in the face of adversity, and to trust in the promise of a brighter future. Hope is not passive; it is an active force that empowers us to persevere, to seek solutions, and to make a positive impact on the lives of others.

The second theme of Advent, peace, speaks to our innate desire for harmony and tranquility in our lives. In a world plagued by conflict and division, the pursuit of peace takes on a profound significance. It begins within each of us, as we strive to cultivate a sense of inner peace amidst the chaos of daily life. It extends outward, as we seek to build bridges of understanding, compassion, and reconciliation with those around us. Let us remember that true peace is not merely the absence of conflict, but the presence of justice, equity, and respect for all humanity.
Joy is the third theme of Advent, reminding us that regardless of our circumstances, there is always reason for celebration. At times, it may feel difficult to find joy in the midst of challenges, but joy is a choice—a decision to embrace the blessings we have been given, to cherish the moments of beauty and connection that enrich our lives. Joy is contagious, and as we cultivate it within ourselves, we have the power to spread that joy to others, brightening the world with the light of love and positivity.

Finally, love is the pinnacle of the Advent season, encapsulating the essence of the message of Christ's birth. Love is the force that binds us together, transcending differences and uniting us in a common humanity. It is the foundation of compassion, empathy, and selflessness, urging us to extend kindness and generosity to those around us. Love calls us to care for the marginalized, to uplift the downtrodden, and to seek justice for all. As we reflect on the great love that brought the Savior into the world, let us be inspired to embody that love in our thoughts, words, and actions.
Advent is not just a time of festivity and gift-giving; it is an opportunity for spiritual renewal, personal growth, and collective reflection. It is a chance for us to realign our priorities, to nurture our relationships, and to rekindle the flame of our faith. As we move through this sacred season, let us be mindful of the impact of our choices and the power of our influence. Let us be beacons of hope, agents of peace, bearers of joy, and vessels of love in a world that yearns for these essential virtues.

In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, let us slow down and savor the moments that matter most. Let us take the time to connect with family and friends, to express gratitude for the blessings in our lives, and to extend a hand of kindness to those in need. Let us find ways to give of ourselves, whether through acts of charity, service to our communities, or simply by being present for someone who needs encouragement.

As we eagerly anticipate the celebration of the birth of Christ, let us also look forward to the new year with a sense of optimism and purpose. Let us set our intentions for personal growth, for positive change in our communities, and for making a difference in the lives of others. Let us approach each day with mindfulness, seeking opportunities to be a source of light, comfort, and hope for those around us.
 My prayer is that you will embrace the spirit of Advent in all its richness and significance. Let us embody hope, cultivate peace, spread joy, and radiate love in every aspect of our lives. May this season be a time of profound spiritual awakening and renewal, and may it inspire us to carry the message of Advent throughout the year, making a lasting impact on the world around us.
I also pray this advent season be filled with blessings, purpose, and profound moments of grace.

See you Sunday,

Dr. Kerry 

                                CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS

Greetings and blessings to all members and friends of our church community,

As we enter the month of February, we are filled with anticipation and excitement for the spiritual journey that lies ahead. This month,
we have the opportunity to come together in worship, communion, and celebration of our wonderful community. I am delighted to
share with you some of the special worship times that we have planned for the month of February.

Communion Sunday - February 4th
On Sunday, February 4th, we will come together for a sacred and cherished tradition in our church - Communion Sunday. This is a time
for us to gather at the Lord's table, to remember the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and to partake in the bread and cup with reverence and
gratitude. I invite all of you to join us for this meaningful and spiritually enriching service as we reflect on the love and grace of our
Savior. In addition to the communion service, on this special Sunday, we are honored to have Cottrell Turner, a talented artist and
husband of our own, Holly Turner, who will share an inspiring illustrated painting of my message. I believe this will be a great
experience to the see the sermon illustrated in art. 

Boy Scouts Sunday - February 11th
On Sunday, February 11th, we will celebrate Boy Scouts Sunday, a day dedicated to recognizing and honoring the young members of
our congregation who are a part of the Boy Scouts of America. We will come together to acknowledge the values of leadership, service,
and character development that the Boy Scouts program instills in our youth. It is an opportunity for us to show our support and
appreciation for these young men as they continue to grow in their faith and contribute to the community. 

Celebrating Diversity - February 18th and 25th
As a church community that embraces diversity and inclusivity, we will dedicate the third and fourth Sundays of February to celebrating
the rich tapestry of cultures, traditions, and backgrounds that make up our congregation. On these Sundays, we will honor and
recognize the beauty and value of our diverse community through special prayers, music, and reflections that highlight the strength
found in our differences. It is a time for us to come together in unity and understanding, to appreciate the unique gifts and perspectives
that each individual brings to our church family.

As we embark on this month of February, let us approach each gathering and celebration with a spirit of openness, gratitude, and
reverence. May our communion service, the acknowledgment of our Boy Scouts, and the celebration of diversity serve as reminders of
the beauty and depth of our shared faith and community. I encourage each of you to participate in these events, to engage with one
another, and to extend a warm welcome to those who may be joining us for the first time. Let us continue to grow in our love and
devotion to God and to one another as we journey through this month together.

Blessings and peace be with you all,

Dr. Kerry 
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FEBRUARY EVENTS AT A GLANCE
February 4th - Black History  Month Kickoff w/ Guest Artist, 10:15am

February 11th  -   Session Meeting, following church services

February 11th - Super Bowl Party, 5pm at the church

February 14th - Valentines Day & Ash Wednesday

February 18th- Annual Congregation Meeting
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**Please be sure to turn in all Newsletter information NO
LATER than 5 business days before the 1st of the month!

Up-Coming EventsUp-Coming Events

Book Club will return
on March 5th

Contact Karen Schriefer at
314-522-6842 if you have

any questions

 My Dear Hamilton
By Stephanie Dray and

Laura Kamoie
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A BAPTISMA BAPTISM
MY HEART IS FULL

The baptism of my grandson, Zaccai, last Sunday, was a glorious, joyful day of
thanksgiving and praise for me and my family.  There are a few people I would

especially like to thank for their help in making this the special day that it was--
Karen Schriefer, Wendy Dean and Kelly Mazzacavallo helped prepare for the

reception and made sure everything was ready to go when the service was over
and stayed for the clean-up.  Another special shout out to my husband Mike, who
did a wonderful job assisting with the baptism and manning the dishwasher after

lunch making-clean up easier for all of us. And, to Pastor Kerry for his work in
coordinating the special service and his sermon that lifted our hearts and souls.  It
was indeed a family affair!  Lastly, thank you to my entire church family for their

presence and support during the most important times in my life.

With heartfelt love and appreciation,
Paula Trautman 
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PLEASE ATTENDPLEASE ATTEND
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SESSION MEETING
SCHEDULED

The next meeting of the First
Presbyterian Session will be Sunday,
February 11 following worship.  This
meeting will allow us to take care of
any business needing attention from
the cancelled January meeting due to

weather, in addition to any current
business prior to the Annual

Congregational Meeting.  Please
make every effort to attend.  Thank

you. 
 -Paula Trautman, Clerk of Session.  

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING
The Annual Congregational
Meeting will be held in the

sanctuary on Sunday,
February 18 immediately

following the worship
service.  Please mark this
date on your calendar and

plan to attend. 

https://faithinferguson.org/


BLACK HISTORY
KICK-OFF

BLACK HISTORY
KICK-OFF
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SUPER BOWL PARTYSUPER BOWL PARTY
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Church EventChurch Event
Prayers:

Cynthia Harrold

Pastor Francis’ Family

Those effected by the war in 

       Palestine and Israel

Becky Henderson’s daughter, Jane

Deja Allison (Kerry’s Daughter)

Ukraine

Tom (father to a friend of the church)

Betty Rybacki

Kristin Miller - Cancer

       https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/kristinmillerkc  -TO DONATE

Prayers and Concerns for:
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Thoughts and
Prayers

Thoughts and
Prayers

Is it a Cloned or Scam Email?
It may be!

Please note that First Presbyterian Church of Ferguson nor the
Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy will ever text or email you

requesting gift cards, cash, or any private account
information. If you receive any email or text like that, please

contact the church office at 314.522.8542

A BIG THANK YOU!
I want to express my heartfelt thanks
to all of you for the cards, phone calls
and especially your prayers! My knee
surgery and hospital stay could not

have gone better! I’m grateful for the
love you have shown me.

 Becky🎶
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FACILITY USE REQUESTS REMINDER
If you wish to use space in the church building, you are required to fill out a
Facility Use Request form. Your request will need approval so that there are no
scheduling conflicts. Please contact the church office for the form.  Thank you.

Holly Turner
Administrative Assistant
(314) 522-8542

Don't forget to submit your prayer requests before services on Sunday
mornings.  The Prayer Request Forms will be located in  the offering plate as
you enter through the sanctuary door. Please complete your prayer request
and place it on the communion table before the service begins.  Dr. Kerry will
read the requests from the pulpit so all can hear.

FEBRUARY Birthday’s 

2 – Garry Wade
 3 – Nancy Tempel
 5 – John Lipka
11 – Karen Rybacki
13 – Harold Walters
18 – Caroline Cobb
20 – Adam Koser & Robert Rybacki 
22 – Kehlani Langston
25 – George Vrabel

If someone’s birthday is missing or incorrect, 
please let the office know

Other InformationOther Information



Visit our website, Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and

YouTube accounts for all of
the latest updates!

Rebecca Combs
Music Director

Lee Weltmer
Treasurer

Jodie Schlobohm & Karen Schriefer
Financial Recorders

Albert Harrold
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Laura Koser
Nursery Supervisor

401 Darst Rd, Ferguson, MO 63135
(314) 522-8542

fergpres@gmail.com
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Rev. Dr. Kerry Allison
Pastor

Holly Turner
Administrative Assistant

Our StaffOur Staff

https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Ferguson-137778206237616
https://www.instagram.com/faithinferg/
https://twitter.com/FaithinFergMO
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_XRxNBMLZrW5nfAqW3bDFA
https://faithinferguson.org/

