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The Blessings of Advent 2023

Advent greetings to all of you!

It is a privilege to share with you the radiant blessings of Advent 2023. This time of year is marked by a sense of anticipation, hope, and spiritual preparation as we look forward to the celebration of the birth of Jesus and reflect on the coming of the Messiah. It is a period that provides us with an opportunity to pause, to reflect on the deeper meanings of our lives, and to embrace the spirit of love, joy, and faith.
As we journey through the four weeks of Advent, we are called to contemplate the themes of hope, peace, joy, and love. These are not just words; they are powerful concepts that have the potential to transform our lives and the world around us. In a world that can at times seem dark and uncertain, the message of Advent offers us a guiding light, a beacon of hope amidst the challenges and struggles we face.
The theme of hope reminds us that no matter how difficult our circumstances may be, there is always a reason to believe in a better tomorrow. It encourages us to hold onto our dreams, to remain resilient in the face of adversity, and to trust in the promise of a brighter future. Hope is not passive; it is an active force that empowers us to persevere, to seek solutions, and to make a positive impact on the lives of others.

The second theme of Advent, peace, speaks to our innate desire for harmony and tranquility in our lives. In a world plagued by conflict and division, the pursuit of peace takes on a profound significance. It begins within each of us, as we strive to cultivate a sense of inner peace amidst the chaos of daily life. It extends outward, as we seek to build bridges of understanding, compassion, and reconciliation with those around us. Let us remember that true peace is not merely the absence of conflict, but the presence of justice, equity, and respect for all humanity.
Joy is the third theme of Advent, reminding us that regardless of our circumstances, there is always reason for celebration. At times, it may feel difficult to find joy in the midst of challenges, but joy is a choice—a decision to embrace the blessings we have been given, to cherish the moments of beauty and connection that enrich our lives. Joy is contagious, and as we cultivate it within ourselves, we have the power to spread that joy to others, brightening the world with the light of love and positivity.

Finally, love is the pinnacle of the Advent season, encapsulating the essence of the message of Christ's birth. Love is the force that binds us together, transcending differences and uniting us in a common humanity. It is the foundation of compassion, empathy, and selflessness, urging us to extend kindness and generosity to those around us. Love calls us to care for the marginalized, to uplift the downtrodden, and to seek justice for all. As we reflect on the great love that brought the Savior into the world, let us be inspired to embody that love in our thoughts, words, and actions.
Advent is not just a time of festivity and gift-giving; it is an opportunity for spiritual renewal, personal growth, and collective reflection. It is a chance for us to realign our priorities, to nurture our relationships, and to rekindle the flame of our faith. As we move through this sacred season, let us be mindful of the impact of our choices and the power of our influence. Let us be beacons of hope, agents of peace, bearers of joy, and vessels of love in a world that yearns for these essential virtues.

In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, let us slow down and savor the moments that matter most. Let us take the time to connect with family and friends, to express gratitude for the blessings in our lives, and to extend a hand of kindness to those in need. Let us find ways to give of ourselves, whether through acts of charity, service to our communities, or simply by being present for someone who needs encouragement.

As we eagerly anticipate the celebration of the birth of Christ, let us also look forward to the new year with a sense of optimism and purpose. Let us set our intentions for personal growth, for positive change in our communities, and for making a difference in the lives of others. Let us approach each day with mindfulness, seeking opportunities to be a source of light, comfort, and hope for those around us.
 My prayer is that you will embrace the spirit of Advent in all its richness and significance. Let us embody hope, cultivate peace, spread joy, and radiate love in every aspect of our lives. May this season be a time of profound spiritual awakening and renewal, and may it inspire us to carry the message of Advent throughout the year, making a lasting impact on the world around us.
I also pray this advent season be filled with blessings, purpose, and profound moments of grace.

See you Sunday,

Dr. Kerry 
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From the PastorFrom the Pastor
Thank God for 2023, NOW to 2024

My dear Siblings in Christ,

As we step into the threshold of a new year, it's only fitting to take a moment to reflect on the blessings of 2023 and the boundless opportunities awaiting us in
2024.

Without a doubt, 2023 has been a year filled with challenges, triumphs, and countless blessings. In the midst of hardships, we've discovered an unyielding
resilience within ourselves and the profound strength of community and togetherness. We've encountered moments of joy and triumph, and we've weathered
storms that have tested our resolve. Through it all, we've emerged stronger, wiser, and more empathetic, reminding ourselves of the enduring power of hope
and perseverance.

As we look ahead to 2024, let's carry the blessings and lessons of the past year with us as we step into a future brimming with promise. This new year holds
within it the potential for growth, transformation, and the fulfillment of our dreams. It's an opportunity to embrace new beginnings, to set ambitious goals, and
to chase after our aspirations with unwavering tenacity.

In 2024, we have the chance to craft our own narrative, to seize the opportunities that come our way, and to create the kind of life we've always envisioned.
Let's view this year as a blank canvas, waiting for us to paint it with the vibrant hues of our passions, ambitions, and the sheer determination to make each day
count.

As we embark on this new chapter, let's carry within us the wisdom garnered from the past and the hopeful anticipation of what lies ahead. Let's cultivate a
spirit of gratitude for the blessings that have graced our lives and a fervent optimism for the gifts that are yet to come.

My dear friend, I encourage you to approach 2024 with an open heart and a courageous mindset. Believe in your ability to overcome obstacles, to chase after
your dreams, and to make a positive impact in the world around you. Embrace the challenges as opportunities for growth, the setbacks as lessons in resilience,
and the victories as affirmations of your unwavering spirit.

Let's take the time to envision the remarkable possibilities that await us in 2024. Picture the milestones you aspire to reach, the adventures you long to embark
upon, and the relationships you hope to nurture and cherish. See yourself standing at the precipice of greatness, ready to leap into the unknown with a
steadfast belief in your potential to create a life of purpose, joy, and fulfillment.

In the coming year, let's remember to cherish every moment, to savor the simple pleasures, and to cultivate a spirit of mindfulness and gratitude. Let's seek
opportunities to spread kindness, to uplift those in need, and to be the change we wish to see in the world. Let's embrace the diversity of experiences that 2024
has in store for us, knowing that each encounter, whether joyful or challenging, has the power to shape us into the best version of ourselves.

In the pursuit of our dreams, let's also remember to prioritize self-care, to nurture our well-being, and to foster moments of rest and rejuvenation. Let's listen to
our inner voice, trust our instincts, and remain unwavering in our commitment to living a life that is authentic, purposeful, and imbued with love and
compassion.

As we prepare to begin 2024, let's do so with hearts full of hope, minds brimming with possibility, and spirits fortified by the precious lessons of the past.
Together, let's embark on this new journey with unyielding courage, unwavering determination, an an unshakeable belief in our ability to make 2024 a year of
extraordinary accomplishment and boundless joy.

May the blessings of 2023 pave the way for the remarkable opportunities of 2024, and may this new year unfold as a tapestry woven with the threads of our
dreams, our resilience, and our unrelenting pursuit of a life well-lived.

With boundless optimism and unwavering faith in the future and our God, 

Dr. Kerry 

https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Ferguson-137778206237616
https://www.instagram.com/faithinferg/
https://twitter.com/FaithinFergMO
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_XRxNBMLZrW5nfAqW3bDFA
https://faithinferguson.org/


JANUARY EVENTS AT A GLANCE
December 31st - New Year’s Eve Service, 10:15am

January 1st -   New Year’s Day

January 7th - De-Greening of the Church, after church services

January 15th- Martin Luther King’s Day

January 28th- Friends and Family Day, 10:15am
                                 

www.faithinferguson.org

**Please be sure to turn in all Newsletter information NO
LATER than 5 business days before the 1st of the month!

Up-Coming EventsUp-Coming Events

Book Club will
return on March

5th
Contact Karen Schriefer at
314-522-6842 if you have

any questions
Address Update:
Bernice Mohesky

68 Decorah Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63146

https://faithinferguson.org/
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CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICe

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICe

When putting Christmas lights away this year, you may
find some broken! Bring those problem light strings to

church to be recycled. A box has been placed by the food
donations table for any non-working Christmas lights.

Thanks for doing your part to keep recyclable items out of
landfills!

—Jan Foster

Recycling Your Lights

https://faithinferguson.org/


New Year’s Eve
Service

New Year’s Eve
Service
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https://faithinferguson.org/


MLK DAYMLK DAY
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Ways to
Serve: 

1. Volunteer at a
local nonprofit

2. Mentor or
tutor youth

3. Engage in
dialogue and
education

4. Perform
random acts of
kindness

5. Volunteer
virtually

https://faithinferguson.org/


Per CAPITAPer CAPITA
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WHAT IS PER CAPITA AND WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Per capita is an opportunity for all members of the Presbyterian church to participate equally, responsibly and

interdependently by sharing the cost of co-ordination and evaluation of mission and of performing ecclesiastical, legislative,

and judicial functions that identify a Reformed Church, while at the same time strengthening the sense of community among all

Presbyterians. Each member is asked to share in paying their Per Capita apportionment, $36.00 per member in 2024. You may pay

your Per Capita by clearly earmarking your payment of cash or check for ‘Per Capita’ and leaving it in the offering plate or

mailing it to the church. Thank you for supporting the benefits of being a connectional church. 

Our per capita giving supports our local presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. 

The following are some important ways Per capita provides the Office of the General Assembly with the means to strengthen

the connections of our work and build lasting relationships to help all Presbyterians share God’s love through mission and

ministry.

Per capita funds allow the Office of the General Assembly to support the ministry and witness of congregations and mid

councils through:

·        Bringing together commissioners and advisory delegates as the General Assembly

·        Publishing (in multiple languages) and distribution (in multiple format) of the Book of Order, The Book of Confessions, and

other General Assembly publications

·        Underwriting the expenses of the Co-Moderators of the General Assembly as they travel across the church and around the

world to interpret the work of the General Assembly and attend church anniversaries, presbytery meetings, retreats, and

ecumenical gatherings

·        Gathering church leaders from presbyteries and synods for training events

·        Supporting work in the area of ordered ministry, helping all Presbyterians respond to God’s call in their lives as teaching

elders, ruling elders, and deacons

·        Providing necessary tools to develop and administer ordination exams to seminarians preparing to become future pastors

·        Maintaining Church Leadership Connection, the online system that supports the call process for pastors and congregations

·        Supporting those elected to serve on permanent General Assembly committees, such as the Advisory Committee on the

Constitution, the General Assembly Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations, the General Assembly Nominating

Committee, and the General Assembly Committee on Representation

·        Providing information, advice, and counsel to presbyteries and pastors whose members have immigration issues

·        Supporting the Presbyterian Historical Society, ensuring that our witness to the gospel today will be preserved for future

generations, just as we have learned about the history of past generations

·        Providing a Presbyterian presence at ecumenical groups and gatherings in this country and worldwide-- extending our

mission efforts and our work for peace and justice far beyond what we can do by ourselves to promote Christian unity
 

https://faithinferguson.org/
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FRIENDS AND FAMILY
DAY

FRIENDS AND FAMILY
DAY

https://faithinferguson.org/


Church EventChurch Event

Prayers:

The Harrold Family

Those effected by the war in 

       Palestine and Israel

Becky Henderson’s daughter, Jane

Deja Allison (Kerry’s Daughter)

Ukraine

Becky Combs - Surgery on 12th

Kristin Miller - Cancer

       https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/kristinmillerkc  -TO DONATE

Prayers and Concerns for:

www.faithinferguson.org

Thoughts and
Prayers

Thoughts and
Prayers

Is it a Cloned or Scam Email?
It may be!

Please note that First Presbyterian Church of Ferguson nor the
Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy will ever text or email you

requesting gift cards, cash, or any private account
information. If you receive any email or text like that, please

contact the church office at 314.522.8542

Kristin’s Address:
729 W 38th Street
Houston, TX 77018

https://faithinferguson.org/


FACILITY USE REQUESTS REMINDER
If you wish to use space in the church building, you are required to fill out a
Facility Use Request form. Your request will need approval so that there are no
scheduling conflicts. Please contact the church office for the form.  Thank you.

Holly Turner
Administrative Assistant
(314) 522-8542

Don't forget to submit your prayer requests before services on Sunday
mornings.  The Prayer Request Forms will be located in  the offering plate as
you enter through the sanctuary door. Please complete your prayer request
and place it on the communion table before the service begins.  Dr. Kerry will
read the requests from the pulpit so all can hear.

January Birthday’s 

 2 – Tony Vrabel
 9 – Devon Tallent
10 – Emanuelle Smith
12 – Zoe Bollinger
13 – Jean Bryant
19 – Jamie McDonald
20 – Mollie Koser
23 – Carole Lowery 
23 – Kathy Steinmann
24 – Paula Vrabel
24 – Alijah Harrold

If someone’s birthday is missing or incorrect, 
please let the office know
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Other InformationOther Information



Visit our website, Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and

YouTube accounts for all of
the latest updates!

Rebecca Combs
Music Director

Lee Weltmer
Treasurer

Jodie Schlobohm & Karen Schriefer
Financial Recorders

Albert Harrold
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Laura Koser
Nursery Supervisor

401 Darst Rd, Ferguson, MO 63135
(314) 522-8542

fergpres@gmail.com

www.faithinferguson.org
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Rev. Dr. Kerry Allison
Pastor

Holly Turner
Administrative Assistant

Our StaffOur Staff

https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Ferguson-137778206237616
https://www.instagram.com/faithinferg/
https://twitter.com/FaithinFergMO
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_XRxNBMLZrW5nfAqW3bDFA
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